Wellesley, Massachusetts, USA
September 3, 2013

An Open Letter To:

Dr. Wang Enge, President of Peking University
Dr. Sun Qixiang, Dean of The School of Economics
Dr. Zhu Shanlu, Chair of The University Council

Dear President Wang, Dean Sun, and Dr. Zhu:

On June 14, 2013, Dr. Wang Enge, the president of Peking University, and Dr. H. Kim Bottomly, the
president of Wellesley College, signed a Memorandum of Understanding establishing a formal academic
relationship between the institutions that involves “exploring a range of possible exchanges between our
institutions, including students and faculty” and “exploring possible research collaborations.” As
members of the Wellesley College faculty, we are very enthusiastic about the prospect of working with
our colleagues at Peking University.

The Memorandum signed by Presidents Wang and Bottomly represents one of the most important
initiatives that our college has undertaken in more than a century of academic connections with China.
We fully support the idea of exchanges and collaborations that are of mutual benefit to students and
faculty at both institutions and that build upon our shared dedication to excellence in higher education
and scholarly inquiry.

We are pleased to read President Wang’s declaration on the Peking University English-language website
that “with our democratic administration laying great emphasis on academic freedom and scientific
research, we have proudly produced a great number of scholars in various areas of concentration and
specialty.”

Likewise, we greatly appreciate the statement by the Dean of the School of Economics, Dr. Sun
Qixiang, on her school’s English website that “independence, democracy, freedom, skepticism, and
criticism are regarded as the essence of a university and the beauty of the university spirit. There is no
doubt that such a spirit is a necessary element for one’s personality as well as an engine for innovation
and creation.”

However, it has come to our attention that Professor Xia Yeliang of the Peking University School of
Economics is facing dismissal for exercising his right of free speech on issues related to democracy, the
rule of law, and individual freedom. We were distressed to learn that the faculty of the School of
Economics will hold a vote in September on whether to remove Professor Xia from his position for
reasons unrelated to his scholarly work, but based solely on his political and philosophical views.

We, the undersigned faculty of Wellesley College, are writing to you to affirm our commitment to the
principle of academic freedom, which holds that scholars must be able to pursue their research and
teaching free from ideological pressure, and that their jobs should never be in jeopardy because of their
political views.

We are sensitive to the differences between Chinese and American society and our approaches to higher
education. Yet, the principle of academic freedom is the very foundation of our liberal arts institution,
Wellesley College.



We believe that dismissing Prof. Xia for political reasons is such a fundamental violation of academic
freedom that we, as individuals, would find it very difficult to engage in scholarly exchanges with
Peking University. If he is dismissed, we will encourage Wellesley College to reconsider our
institutional partnership.

As fellow scholars, we ask you not to hold the vote on Professor Xia’s status at Peking University and to
uphold the noble principles and aspirations expressed so eloquently by President Wang and Dean Sun in
their public statements regarding Peking University and the School of Economics.

Susan Reverby, Marion Butler MacLean Professor in the History of Ideas and Professor of Women’s
and Gender Studies

Thomas Cushman, Deffenbaugh de Hoyos Carlson Professor in the Social Sciences and Professor of
Sociology

William A. Joseph, Professor of Political Science and Chair of the Department of Political Science

Lawrence A. Rosenwald, Anne Pierce Rogers Professor of American Literature and Professor of
English; Co-Director of Peace and Justice Studies

Barbara Geller, Professor of Religion and Chair, Department of Religion

Carlos A. Vega, Professor of Spanish

Akila Weerapana, Associate Professor of Economics

Christopher Candland, Associate Professor of Political Science

Marion R. Just, William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor, Department of Political Science
Thomas F. Burke, Professor of Political Science

Craig N. Murphy, M. Margaret Ball Professor of International Relations

Eugene Marshall, Assistant Professor of Philosophy

Philip L. Kohl, Kathryn W. Davis Professor of Slavic Studies and Professor of Anthropology
Adam van Arsdale, Department of Anthropology

Catherine Masson, Professor of French

Jonathan B. Imber, Jean Glasscock Professor of Sociology

Soo Hong, Assistant Professor of Education

Maurizio Viano, Professor of Cinema and Media Studies



Andrea Levitt, Margaret Clapp '30 Distinguished Alumna Professor of Linguistics and French

Winifred J. Wood, Senior Lecturer in the Writing Program; Co-Director, Cinema and Media Studies
Program

Margery Lucas, Professor of Psychology and Cognitive and Linguistic Sciences
Jim Petterson, Professor of French

Ed Silver, Assistant Professor of Religion

Panagiotis Metaxas, Professor of Computer Science

Claire Fontijn, Professor of Music

Lorraine Elena Roses, Professor Emerita of Spanish and Latin American Studies
Frances Malino, Sophia Moses Robison Professor of Jewish Studies and History
Nick Doe, Senior Instructor in Chemistry

Julie K. Norem, Margaret Hamm Professor of Psychology

Tracy R. Gleason, Professor of Psychology

Simone Helluy, Senior Instructor in Biological Sciences Laboratory

Roxanne L. Euben, Ralph Emerson and Alice Freeman Palmer Professor of Political Science
Alison Mclntyre, Virginia Onderdonk '29 Professor of Philosophy

Megan Kerr, Associate Professor of Mathematics

Irene Mata, Assistant Professor of Women's & Gender Studies

Dan Chiasson, Associate Professor of English

William W. Quivers, Jr., Associate Professor of Physics

Jacqueline Marie Musacchio, Professor of Art and Chair, Department of Art
Filomina C. Steady, Professor of Africana Studies

Adele J. Wolfson, Schow Professor in the Physical and Natural Sciences, Professor and Chair of
Chemistry

William Cain, Mary Jewett Gaiser Professor of English

Luther Tyler, Associate Professor of English



Marilyn Sides, Senior Lecturer of English

Catia Confortini, Assistant Professor of Peace & Justice Studies
Beth A. Hennessey, Professor of Psychology

Héléne Bilis, Assistant Professor of French

Scott Gunther, Associate Professor of French Studies

Elena Gascon-Vera, Professor of Spanish

Carlos Ramos, Professor of Spanish and Chair

Venita Datta, Professor of French

Amy Bliss Marshall, Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow of the Departments of East Asian Languages &
Cultures and History

William F. Coleman, Professor Emeritus of Chemistry

Ann Congleton, Professor Emerita of Philosophy

Marcia Cantor Stubbs, Director Emerita of the Writing Program
Barbara S. Beltz, Allene Lummis Russell Professor in Neuroscience
Jonathan Cheek, Professor of Psychology

T. James Kodera, Professor of Religion

Ruth Anna Putnam, Professor Emerita of Philosophy

Joel Krieger, Norma Wilentz Hess Professor of Political Science
James Wallenstein, Newhouse Visiting Professor of Creative Writing
Salem Mekuria, Professor of Art

Julie Matthaei, Professor of Economics, Wellesley College

Mary R. Lefkowitz, Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities, Emerita
John Rhodes, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Art Emeritus

Elissa Koff, Margaret Hamm Professor of Psychology Emerita

Maud Chaplin, Virginia Onderdonk Professor of Philosophy Emerita and Dean of the College, Emerita
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Jens Kruse, Professor of German

Marjorie Agosin, Louella LaMer Slaner Professor in Latin American Studies
Charlene Galarneau, Assistant Professor of Women's and Gender Studies
Susan Bailey, Former Director, Wellesley Centers for Research on Women
Flavia Laviosa, Senior Lecturer, Italian Studies

Thomas Nolden, Professor of German

Brian Tjaden, Theresa Mall Mullarkey Associate Professor of Computer Science
Peggy Levitt, Professor of Sociology

Mary Kate McGowan, Luella LaMer Professor of Women's Studies and
Professor of Philosophy

Joseph F. Swingle, Senior Lecturer in Sociology

Stella Kakavouli, Instructor of Computer Science

Franklyn Turbak, Associate Professor of Computer Science
Sally Theran, Associate Professor of Psychology

Barbara Beatty, Professor of Education

George M. Caplan, Senior Instructor in Physics Laboratory
Sharon Elkins, Professor of Religion

Scott D. Anderson, Department of Computer Science

Yoon Sun Lee, Professor of English

Connie Bauman, Professor, Physical Education, Recreation, and Athletics
Alexander Diesl, Assistant Professor of Mathematics

Maria Dulce F. Natividad, Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow of the Women's and Gender Studies
Department

Alan Schechter, Professor Emeritus of Political Science

Priscilla J. Benson, Professor Emerita of Astronomy



Marilyn Turnbull, Senior Instructor in Chemistry Laboratory

Marianne V. Moore, Professor of Biological Sciences

Michéle Respaut, Professor Emerita of French

Stella Kakavouli, Instructor of Computer Science

Kate Gilhuly, Associate Professor of Classical Studies

Andrea Sequeira, Associate Professor of Biological Sciences

Markella B. Rutherford, Associate Professor of Sociology

Lee Cuba, Professor of Sociology

Nora Hussey, Director of Theatre and Theatre Studies

David Ward, Professor of Italian and Chair

Koichi Hagimoto, Assistant Professor of Spanish

Sun-Hee Lee, Associate Professor, East Asian Languages and Literatures
Kim K. McLeod, Professor of Astronomy

Margaret E. Ward, Professor Emerita of German

Nina Tumarkin, Professor of History and Director of Russian Area Studies
Vicki Mistacco, Professor Emerita of French

Laura Grattan, Assistant Professor of Political Science

Tim Peltason, Professor of English

Anjali Prabhu, Professor of French

Paul A. Cohen, Edith Stix Wasserman Professor of Asian Studies and History Emeritus
Melinda Lopez, Lecturer in Theatre Studies

Robin M. Akert, Professor of Psychology

David Lindauer, Stanford Calderwood Professor of Economics

Brenna W. Greer, Department of History

Judith Black, Associate Professor Emerita of Art



Glenn Stark, Professor of Physics

Margaret Keane, Professor of Psychology

Smitha Radhakrishnan, Assistant Professor of Sociology

Yuan-Chu Ruby Lam, Professor of Chinese

Stephen A. Marini, Elisabeth Luce Moore Professor of Religion

Sylvaine Egron-Sparrow, Senior Lecturer in French

Joseph P. Joyce, Professor of Economics

Michelle LaBonte, Instructor in Biological Sciences Laboratory

Alice T. Friedman, Grace Slack McNeil Professor of the History of American Art
Mary M. Allen, Jean Glasscock Professor of Biological Sciences Emerita

Wendy Hagen Bauer, Professor of Astronomy

Phyllis McGibbon, Professor of Art

Patricia G. Berman, Theodora L. and Stanley H. Feldberg Professor of Art

Guy Maclean Rogers, Mildred Lane Kemper Professor of History and Classical Studies
Sergio Parussa, Associate Professor of Italian Studies

Jennifer Musto, Assistant Professor of Women's and Gender Studies

Martha J. McNamara, Co-Director, Architecture Program

Nicholas Knouf, Assistant Professor of Cinema and Media Studies

Mala L. Radhakrishnan, Assistant Professor of Chemistry

Rebecca Bedell, Associate Professor of Art

David M. Kelley, Assistant Professor of Art

David P. Hawkins, Professor and Chair, Geosciences Department
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